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EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, EGEN, RH, DA 

SUBJ: DENMARK’S RESPONSE TO ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT EUND PROPOSAL 

1. ON JANUARY 15, THE MEA'S PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY 
EIGIL JORGENSEN TOLD ME THAT A FORMAL REPLY TO OUR LETTER 
ON ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT EUND IS UNDER PREPARATION IN 
MINISTRY BUT NOTHING WILL BE EORTHCOMING EOR AT LEAST 
TWO WEEKS. 

2. JORGENSEN SAID THAT FOREIGN MINISTER IS INEORMALLY 
CONSULTING OTHER FOREIGN COLLEAGUES WHO HAVE BEEN 
APPROACHED BY US BUT THAT DANISH RESPONSE IS FURTHER 
COMPLICATED BY WHAT APPEARS TO BE FORTHCOMING GOVERNMENT 
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CRISIS. DECISION ON ZIMBABWE FUND NEEDS ALSO TO BE 
DISCUSSED INEORMALLY WITH KEY PARLIAMENTARIANS AND LATTER 
ARE PRESENTLY ENGROSSED IN EINDING SOLUTION TO THE MANY 
DIEFERENT ISSUES DIVIDING THE PARTIES. 

3. JORGENSEN SAID THAT UNLESS THERE IS A CHANGE AT 
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AGREEMENT, PRESENT GOVERNMENT MAY BE FORCED TO CALL NEW 
ELECTIONS WITHIN NEXT FEW WEEKS. WHILE ELECTIONS WOULD 
NOT SIGNIFICANTLY ALTER POLITICAL CONSTELLATION OF 
PARLIAMENT, IT WOULD "CLEAR THE AIR" AND PERMIT A NEW 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT UNDER ANKER JORGENSEN TO 
TAKE THE NECESSARY BUT UNPOPULAR STEPS IN ECONOMIC FIELD. 
HE OPINED THAT NO DANISH RESPONSE TO ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT 
FUND WILL BE FORTHCOMING BEFORE END OE JANUARY AT 
EARLIEST. 

DEAN 
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